Living the Dream
Acts 10:9-16
The next day, as they were traveling and nearing the city, Peter went up to pray on the
housetop about noon. Then he became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they were
preparing something, he went into a visionary state. He saw heaven opened and an object that
resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners to the earth. In it were
all the four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth, and the birds of the sky. Then a voice said
to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat! ” “No, Lord! ” Peter said. “For I have never eaten anything
common and ritually unclean! ” Again, a second time, a voice said to him, “What God has made
clean, you must not call common.” This happened three times, and then the object was taken
up into heaven.
The Six Phases of Faith
1. The Dream Phase.
2. The Decision Phase.
3. The Delay Phase.
4. The Difficulty Phase.
5. The Dead End Phase.
6. The Deliverance Phase.
i. The Source of the dream was God. (V. 9-10)
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About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter
went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance.
1. God revealed a vision to Cornelius . (10:1-8)
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in
need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He
distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 4 Cornelius stared at him
in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor
have come up as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man
named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the
sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a
devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened
and sent them to Joppa.
2. God revealed a vision to Peter. (10:9-16)
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About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter
went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a
large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed
animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
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“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The
voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”
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This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.
3. God revealed a vision to the believers. (10:44-46)
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While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God.
II. The purpose of the dream was good. (V. 11-15)
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He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a
voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never
eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.”
1. God purposed to do good through Peter's profession. (V.34)
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Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism

2. God purposed to do good through the people's confession. (V. 44)
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While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message.
3. God purposed to do good through the Gospel's expansion. (V.47-48)
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“Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
III. The result of the dream was glorifying God. (11:18)
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When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even
to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

1. God revealed His boundless grace through the vision.
2. God revealed His matchless grace through the vision.
3. God revealed His marvelous grace through the vision.
To love means loving the unloveable . To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable . Faith
means believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless . G K
Chesterton

